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the law, especially its development in Europe before spreading out 
from the main stream into separate national channels and its sub- 
sequent course in these channels, has been literally a closed book to 
the American student and lawyer. The present volume opens up this 
hitherto — to the American student — unexplored field. In its evidence 
of the recurrence of legal cycles, as Wigmore indicates, and of the 
truth that history repeats itself, American lawyers, with the present 
condition of American law in mind, will find food for thought. The 
present condition of the law will reveal itself as but a link between the 
past and the future and in improving that condition, we have the 
benefit of the experience of similar conditions and their evolution in 
the past. The reviewer confesses to having read the book with an 
unusual enthusiasm, for which, however, the book has been a justifiable 
source of inspiration. The enterprise thus initiated was as masterful 
in conception as it is in execution. The members of the Committee, 
Messrs. Freund, Huberich, Lorenzen, and Mikell, and especially their 
able Chairman and the father of this undertaking, Dean Wigmore, 
have not only placed the American bar under a profound debt of 
gratitude, but, in the judgment of the reviewer, have erected to them- 
selves a permanent monument. In publishing this volume and those 
to follow, a great work is being performed, whose importance in our 
legal education will be estimated at its true value and fully appre- 
ciated only in the perspective of time. 

Edwin M. Borchard. 



Story of the California Legislature of 1909. By Franklin 
Hichborn. (San Francisco: James H. Barry Co. 1909. 
Pp. 296.) 

Story of the California Legislature of 1911. By Franklin 
Hichborn. (San Francisco: James H. Barry Co. 1911. 
Pp. 348.) 

Little did the members of the California legislature of 1909 dream 
that there journeyed with them to Sacramento a quiet individual 
"takin' notes," the publication of which would turn flashlight upon 
"ways that are dark and tricks that are vain" in California politics. 
The minions of the railroad "push," hitherto dominant in political 
affairs in the state, had been in the habit of meeting at the state capital 
to give the wishes of their political masters the form of law. California 
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was owned body and soul by the Southern Pacific. The people of the 
state were not lacking in civic intelligence nor were they apathetic as 
to their civic duties, but they were not organized to offer resistance to 
the forces of the railroad "machine." There was no question that 
the majority of the California electorate stood for the things that are 
high and of good repute, and the legislature of 1909 fairly represented 
them, but when the strength of the element which stood for clean 
politics was called upon in any emergency, it was defeated repeatedly 
by the superior organization of the few to whom politics was a synonym 
for plunder. The anti-machine element meant well, but it did not 
know how to "play the game." Mr. Hichborn was a firm believer 
in the inherent soundness of the people, and he was persuaded that if 
they could be enlightened as to the way politics was being played in 
California, without any regard for the rules of the game, a tremendous 
upheaval would follow. If a legislature desirous of good government 
failed to secure it, the reason must be sought in the fact that the 
opponents of the corrupt "machine" were unskilled in the use of the 
weapons which had been placed in their hands. The reform element 
had no plan of action, no organization, and foolishly allowed the 
"machine" to organize both sides. In his first volume, Mr. Hichborn 
turns the light of publicity upon the crooked methods of the political 
"machine" by which the will of the people was defeated, and exposes 
to plain view the tricks by which the desires of the voters were nullified. 
He kept mercilessly, and fearlessly, on the trail of the legislators, and 
put what he found into cold type. The result of this publication, as 
evidenced by the second volume, has proved conclusively that when 
the people of California awakened to the actual situation, and under- 
stood the way in which they had been hoodwinked by the machine, 
the reign of the "Railroad Push" was ended. California was free. 
Representative government represented the people. Each legislator 
was called before the bar of public opinion and forced to face his record. 
There was no escape. The .power of publicity was amply demon- 
strated by the vote of the succeeding election. 

Mr. Hichborn has done a tremendous public service to California 
in the publication of these volumes, and has pointed the way of escape 
to other states suffering from similar conditions. 

B. E. H. 



